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Cattaraugus County              
Bicentennial History Book   

Now Available  

The first comprehensive    
history of Cattaraugus Coun-
ty compiled since 1893 is now 
available for purchase at the 
museum. The book outlines 
the cities, towns and villages 
around the county and con-

tains many great old pictures. 
The histories were written by 
people  from the various com-
munities. Cost is $15.  If you 
would like to order a copy by 
mail from us please add $3 to 

cover    mailing costs. All 
checks should be made paya-

ble to:                                          
Cattaraugus County         

Treasurer 

Generous Donation Of Buck and 

Seneca Silver Received by 

Museum 

    How many of you are aware that at one time there 

was not one, but two silver manufacturers in the 

Salamanca area? 

    The Buck Silver Company and the Seneca Silver 

Company were located on School St. in Kill Buck. The 

Buck Silver Company manufactured all kinds of 

silverware, tea sets and other high grade silver plated 

ware which was sold exclusively to jewelers all over 

the United States. Less is known about the Seneca 

Silver Company.  

    Recently the Historical Museum was visited by 

Alameta Bergamon bearing a gift of 4 gorgeous 

pieces of Buck Silver and 1 of Seneca Silver which was 

being donated to the museum by her friend John 

Cooper, a collector from LeRoy NY. We are so very 

 Cattaraugus County History 
Books for sale at museum.  
Planning for Bicentennial going 

well. 

 1908 Centennial Key on     
display at museum through      

September. 

 Alameta Bergamon instrumental 
in arranging donation of Buck 

Sliver for museum. 

 Volunteers stepping forward to 

assist staff with various projects. 

 New website under construction. 

 Museum projects underway. 

 Staff and volunteers attend 
training seminar and on site 

learning experience. 

 

We Shrunk! 

You will notice that 

our e-mail address 

has been shortened. 

But don’t worry you 

can still reach us 

using the old      

address as well as 

this new one. 

Museum Hours: 

Tues., Thurs., Sat. 

10:00 am-4:30 pm 

Group tours anytime 
by appointment 

Salamanca Area 

 Historical 

Society and Museum 

125 Main St. PO Box 23 

Salamanca NY 14779 

(716) 945-2946 

salhistorical@verizon.net  



The Historical Society 
and Museum will soon 

launch  

A BRAND NEW                    
WEBSITE   

Many thanks to Shaun Riley and 
Deb Maroney for their expertise 
and valuable help in getting this 

endeavor off the ground. 

Stay tuned…….. 

Construction is underway and we 
hope to be online very soon. 
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From: The Warrior 
Thursday May 28, 1942 

War Time Humor-April 1943 

Salamanca Area Historical Society and Museum Newsletter 

Sign Found On A Slot Machine 

In case of air raid, crawl under 

this slot machine.                                   

It hasn’t been hit in five years ! 

MEMORIALS 

Mary Letcher 

       Bruno A. Quattrone 

By  

   Ron and Rosemary Shadden 

Thanks To Our                    Volun-

teers 

We are so very fortunate to have so 

many wonderful     volunteers. 

A very special thanks goes out to 

Janet and George Schmick. 

Janet has worked very hard on or-

ganizing, labeling and revamping our 

bottle collection display. Her hus-

band George has made us some very 

cute and useful description card 

holders for our display cases.  

Dottie Fredrickson and      Rosemary 

Shadden reworked the business 

memorabilia    display case. They, 

along with Dolly Leary, have also be-

gun learning to tour visitors in prep-

aration for the upcoming very busy 

summer expected as a result of the 

Bicentennial events which will be tak-

ing place in Salamanca this year. 

Also, Bill and Pat Crowley for deliver-

ing a Fancher Furniture table and 

chairs which our visitors can use 

when enjoying our collection of year-

books and postcards 

Our Thanks Go Out To The    

Following People For           

Remembering Us With 

Their  Donations 



Inscription on Key: 

Presented to the citizens of Cattaraugus Coun-

ty   August 4 AD 1908 by Hon. Charles R. 

McCann Mayor of Salamanca to be deposited 

in the county vaults at Little Valley and thus 

preserved for use at the duo-centennial cele-

bration in the year AD 2008 

1908 Centennial Key                                                             
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Staff and Volunteers Take           Ed-
ucational Field Trips 

Staff and Volunteers were welcomed by the 
Warren County Historical Society       
Managing Director, Michelle Ann Gray 

and Curator Jennifer A. Mazzu and given a unique behind the 
scenes tour of the museum’s archives.  We thank them for their 
time and patience in answering numerous questions about the 
care and storage of collections.  Museum staff also attended a 
seminar hosted by the Buffalo and Erie County Historical    
Society. Results of a survey of  historical societies and museums 
around the region were discussed and suggestions made on how 
to improve in areas that were identified as problematic for 
smaller historical societies. We are happy to report that the  
Salamanca Historical Museum despite it’s tender years is right 
on track with other museums around the region and nation. 

WE HAVE OUTLETS ! …….. 

Several projects to spruce up and renovate at the       
museum have begun.  

Staff is ecstatic to finally have electrical outlets in our office 
and back store room. (No more trips to the second floor 
needed to nuke our lunches) Also, additional    lighting is 
being added to our military room and hallway on the second 
floor. Thanks to Kevin and Mike of JCS ASSOCIATES for 
their meticulous hard work and   cheerful dispositions on 

these projects. 

A new outside door is being installed on the Atlantic St. side 
of the building to increase energy efficiency and security for 

the building.  

New curtains are being sewn for all our windows. 

Plans for work on the 3rd floor renovations continue. 

 

When electric lights were first installed in hotels and public places circa 1900, notices were posted as a reminder not to light them with a match. 

Cattaraugus County kicked off it’s Bicentennial year March 11, 2008 with a ceremony in Ellicottville NY, the original county seat. At 

the ceremony Chairman of the County Legislature Crystal Abers presented this key to E.J. Riley President of the Salamanca     

Common Council thus fulfilling the wishes of the good people who participated in the 1908 Centennial Ceremonies that the key be a 

part of the 2008 celebrations. And so -  the Key to Salamanca is back home and on display at the Historical Museum through     

September when once again our fair city will host a grand parade ( Sunday September 28th, 2008)  in celebration of Cattaraugus 

County’s  Birthday. The Bicentennial Planning group in Salamanca has been hard at work for months and the festivities are shaping 

up nicely. The central theme will of course be 1908, with parade floats and several events from that year being recreated -such as 

the pigeon races. Work on the 2008 version of the Citizens Arch which graced Main St in 1908 is underway. The support poles are 

in place and the arch should be up sometime in May. A dedication ceremony will take place on August 20th. This date was chosen 

over the actual anniversary date of August 3rd because the Bicentennial Wagon Train and Stagecoach Run will be making it’s     

appearance in the city that day and combining these two great events seemed a natural. The Wagon Train  will be camped overnight 

on the old Erie Railroad property on North Main St. across from the Rail Museum. Food, music, and entertainment are planned. 

Please keep these dates in mind and plan to step back in time with us. Help in planning and putting on these events is always      

welcome.  If you would like to volunteer or if you have any ideas for fun activities to be included please contact us at the 

Historical Society- 945-2946 salhistorical@verizon.net or the Chamber of Commerce- 945-2034  sal.cofc@verizon.net 
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Our Wish List 
Small podium, laminator, photos of Salamanca- any era ( Main St., businesses, 

housing, etc.) old documents, letters, receipts. postcards, family histories and 

genealogies.  

And as always-monetary donations are always useful and appreciated. 

BE A PART OF HISTORY – JOIN US AS A MEMBER OF THE SALAMANCA AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY.   
 JOIN IN THE FUN & PLEASURE OF LEARNING, PARTICIPATING & CONTRIBUTING IN PRESERVING  

THE HISTORY OF OUR UNIQUE CITY OF SALAMANCA, N. Y. AND THE SURROUNDING AREA! 
 

1.      FILL IN THE FORM. 
2.     ATTACH A CHECK FOR $7  FOR A YEAR’S MEMBERSHIP DUES.  [FOR A SPECIAL DEAL – IN ADDITION TO YOUR YEAR’S MEMBERSHIP       RECEIVE A COPY   OF 

ALLEGANY HELLBENDER TALES” (GIFT SHOP PRICE-$16) BY ENCLOSING A CHECK FOR $21 THIS INCLUDES    $3 S&H FOR THE BOOK.]  
3.     RETURN TO:  SALAMANCA AREA HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 125 MAIN STREET PO BOX 23 , SALAMANCA, NY 14779 
      
           

PLEASE SUPPORT US WITH A CHECK TODAY to keep the Newsletter coming – for yourself, and for others who enjoy it but are unable to contribute.  
Tax deductible donations for supplies/materials, and time donated by members, are all that make our Newsletter possible. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Salamanca Area Historical Society, 125 Main Street, PO Box 23,  Salamanca, New York, 14779          (Please print) 

 

Name _________________________________________________________________________________Date__________________ 

 

Street Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip ______________________________________________________________Phone _(      )________-_____________ 

 

e-mail address_____________________________________________________________ 

 

  $ 7 Annual Membership        $21 Membership & Hellbender (includes $3 S&H for book)    [Membership Month/Year _______] 

  $ ___________ Donation (tax deductible – receipt by return mail)             Amount Enclosed $_________________ 

Historical Society info 

Museum Hours: 

Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 

10:00am-4:30 pm 

125 Main St. 

Salamanca NY 

(716) 945-2946 

Group Tours any day or time by appointment. 
Please call ahead to make arrangements. 

E-mail: 

Salhistorical@verizon.net 

Historical Society Officers: 

 

Ron Yehl– President 

Fran Lord– Vice President 

Rosalynn Hoag– Treasurer 

April Vecchiarella– Secretary 

 

Museum Staff: 

Nancy Sedlak 

Wendy Seitz 


