
Salamanca Applauds  

Historical Society President Ron Yehl 

The Salamanca Area Chamber of Commerce hosted the first Sala-

manca   Applauds awards dinner in May, honoring the achievements 

of three local citizens.  Historical Society president Ron Yehl received 

the Helping Hand Award for his many hours of volunteer work and 

also for his efforts in        coordinating events and volunteers . He 

was nominated for the honor by Fran and Roger Lord of the Historical Society and also Fr. Peter Za-

cynski formerly of Our Lady of Peace Parish. Among Ron’s more major accomplishments are the re-

furbishing of the Ray Evans Seneca Theater. Converting the old Loblaw's grocery store into a beauti-

ful public library and more recently       building a replica of  the 1908 Welcome Arch on Main St. for 

the Cattaraugus County Bicentennial. But Ron is not resting on his laurels as he has already begun 

the work of drawing up plans, gathering volunteers and other  workman in order to begin the resto-

Roger Lord, Patti Yehl, Ron Yehl, Fran Lord 

Renovations Slated to Begin on Museum 3rd floor 

Preliminary work has begun to repair and renovate the 3rd 

floor of the museum so that it can be used as additional display 

space and opened to the public. During the past 3 years       

interest in the museum has skyrocketed and donated items 

have been pouring in. With the first two floors now filled to 

capacity  Historical Society President Ron Yehl has been hard 

at work determining what needs to be done and how best to            

accomplish it. The start of the renovation project was expected to begin last year but funding is difficult and the project had to be put 

on hold. A 3rd floor renovation fund was established and the work will be done as funds allow. Plans include opening up small     

doorways into larger archways, dropping ceilings to increase insulating properties, refinishing floors and adding proper lighting    

fixtures, putting up UV protective storm windows, and building dedicated areas to hang photographs without damage to walls.  While 

certain areas of the renovation must be left to the professionals it is hoped that most of the “grunt” work can be accomplished with 

volunteer labor.  Donations and volunteers are always welcome. Or we invite you to just stop by and take a look at the renovation plans 

as we begin this exciting new chapter at the museum 

We find in life exactly what we put into it.   -  Emerson 
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Everyone who visited Fentier village has a favorite memory. Whether it was the celebrity appearances, the  spectacular gun fights and stage 

shows, a trip down the world's longest ( and perhaps hottest ) slide, the mystery shack, the shops or the view -there is no question that Fentier 

Village was THE PLACE to go in Western NY during  the summer in the late 1960's. And for those who worked there the memories are very     

special.  Art Cooney of the Red Garter Ragtime Band recalls the day that the band mismanaged a tempo change during the can-can routine. Every 

attempt to correct  it caused them to play faster and faster. By the end of the routine the “girls” were galloping faster than a runaway horse! When 

asked, former can-can dancer Jayne Fenton said she remembered the speedy can-can very well. She also remembered the day that she fell off the 

stage and the band threw down their instruments in order to catch her as she landed right in the pit. Jayne played many roles in the stage shows 

and recalls the shenanigans the cast often got up to trying to crack each other up during the performances. While her dad was not very             

appreciative of the antics she said,  the audience regulars/locals would catch on and howl with laughter.                                                                                                              

Otis Patterson recalls when they were negotiating for Lassie to appear at the Village.  Everything was in place, but a telegram confirming the      

appearance had them scratching their heads as the last line read “ You must provide Laraby”. Not knowing what a Laraby was they began calling 

vets and dog kennels with no luck. No one could figure out what this famous dog needed. Panic was setting in when Ned Fenton Jr. and Otis met 

Lassie’s owner at the Dudley. Getting ready to confess their lack of a Laraby they were saved when they were introduced to the man who emceed 

all of Lassie’s appearances. His name - you guessed it- was Laraby. The telegram simply meant that his fee for appearing was separate from the 

contract signed with Lassie.                                                                                                                                                                                       

Barb Dolecki and her sister Carole spent their summer as part of the gang of outlaws robbing the train and stagecoach. Barb remembers that often 

the tourists would play along with the robbery handing over pennies or sticks of gum. She also recalls the times that the incline railcar would have 

mechanical difficulties- while tourists were bused to the Village- the employees would have to walk up the hill to work. Recently, a couple from Ohio 

stopped by the museum. For the last 50 years, come summer, they would travel east to their cottage in Maine. They asked if we knew anything 

about the “Old West Town “ on the mountain. They were so delighted when we were able to show them pictures and memorabilia. They wanted 

copies of everything to send to their son who still talks about the  gunfights in the town square that are a magical memory from his childhood. 

 

The 

Old 

West 

Come

s East 
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The decline of the railroads in the mid 1960’s left Salamanca looking for a new lifeline and Ned Fenton Jr. provided one in the form of an Old West 

Attraction on South Mountain. The Family style entertainment was fraught with difficulties from the very beginning. The original site chosen for the 

Village was subsequently  taken over by NYS for use by Allegany State Park. Then the 100 acre site atop South Mountain on which the Village was   

built  was threatened by the proposed Southern Tier Expressway which ultimately proved to be it’s downfall after only 4 Short Seasons. 

 1966       Fentier Village     1969 

Come Join Us at the museum on Thursday August 13th at 6:30 pm for a Fentier Village 

Reunion! Village insiders will be on hand to reminisce and answer questions. Memories, laughs 

and refreshments will be the order of the evening. 

 Celebrities Appearing At Fentier 

Harry James & his Orchestra 

Glenn Miller        

Emmett Kelly Jr. 

Adults- $7.65 

Children-$5.10 

Want To  

Hear More?  



 

.A very special thank you to NEIL 

CASEY, who has been awarded our 

first for 

his  outstanding contribution to and 

support of our efforts  
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Quick News 
 The new museum brochures are out.  Look for them where travel 

brochures are found or stop by the museum and pick one up. 

 It’s not too late to come and visit the 60’s at the museum. Our special 

exhibit will remain up for a few more weeks. 

 Memorials are available. Donations in any amount are used to purchase and 

preserve items significant to Salamanca’s History. Names will be added to 

our Remembrance Book. 

  

             Donald Ambuske      

      by Mary (Kayes) Keller 

Walt Shadden  

       by Ron and Rosemary Shadden 

 

 

 
 

Wendy Wing 
Harry Granger 
Robert Irwin 
Naomi Bargy 
Judy Drugg 

Mary-Louise Clark 
John B. Krieger 

Kathy Searle 
Susan Markel 

Ed Krieger 
Tammy Cummings 

Laura Dorfman 
Dave Shaw 

                                         

  

ALSO... 

We wish to thank member PAT WARD for 

being such a good sport  and “volunteering”  to 

pose for the chapel photo in our new brochure. 

Sorry Pat -there will be no royalty checks.  

We would also like to thank JUDY DRUGG 

for her hard work making collages and loaning 

us many 60’s items for our special display. 

Roger & Chris     

Bailey 

MaryAnn Metka 

Ruth Swenson 

Rosalyn Hoag 

Robert Irwin 

CCLAA-             Lin-

da Freaney 

Pat Butler 

Rita Wymer 

TJ Frank Sr.  

Jenny Crossfield 

Tom Sharbaugh 

Krieger Family 

Emily Wagoner 

Andrea Langdon 

Diane Smith 

Isabelle Prebis 

Sally Beckwith 

Mary Budzinski 

Richard Talbot 

Alameta Bergamon 

Mike Zaprowski 

You cannot do a kindness too soon because 

you never know how soon it will be Too Late- 

Uncle Harry- (written in old guest book) 

Our Wish List 

A Vacuum Cleaner    Poster 

sized frames 

 The Salamanca 

Historical museum 

is proud to be a 

participant in the Cattaraugus Coun-

ty  AMISH TRAIL tours. Get a glimpse 

into the Old Order Amish Community 

which is unique to our area and at 

the same time discover other gems 

tucked away throughout the county.  

Brochures and maps are available at 

the museum to guide you deep into 

Amish Country and offers directions 

and descriptions of 31 places to 

visit- like the            Salamanca His-

torical Museum!  We also have a 

selection of Amish Trail merchandise 

in our gift shop. Stop by, pick up a 

brochure, and get started discover-

ing all the fun places you never knew 

were right on your own doorstep. For 

more information you can visit 

www.NYAmishTrail.com  or use the 

link on the museum      website. Or 

call 1-800-331-0543 

News from our friends at the      

Ellicottville Historical Society…….. 

A trip is being planned for Tuesday 

August 25th to the Wilder Museum 

in Irvine PA, lunch at the Holiday 

Inn,  then a stop at the Warren 

County Historical Society and on to 

the Struthers Library Theatre. Travel 

will be by individual car and the       

approximate cost will run about 

$20.  If you are interested in going 

along or want more information 

about the trip you can call Dottie at            

716-353-1380. 

Do You Remember When…. 

Milk was delivered to your 

doorstep? 

Doctors made house calls? 

Playing outside- Kick the can, 

hop-scotch, lemonade stands? 

Marbles, mumblety-peg, jacks, 

cutting out paper dolls? 

Penny Candy? 



 We would also like to extend our CONGRATULATIONS to members Jack Searles, and Bruce 

Fredrickson who were both recognized by the Association of Public Historians of NYS. Both awards 

stemmed from the tremendous job these men did for the Cattaraugus County Bicentennial 
Celebrations held in 2008. Jack, as County Administrator was honored for being a government 

official who understands the importance of preserving and promoting history in his county. Bruce 
was recognized for his work on the  Cattaraugus County Bicentennial History Book, which is the first 

comprehensive history of our county written since 1893; and also for his outstanding work in 
rediscovering the Old Chautauqua Road. Brochures with a map of this historic route are available, 

and plans to put the route into GPS for anyone who wishes to follow our ancestors footsteps through 

the county are pending. Thanks to both men for keeping Cattaraugus County’s History Alive! 

125 Main Street 

PO Box 23 

Salamanca, New York 14779 

Phone: 716-945-2946 

E-mail: salhistorical@verizon.net 

Hours:  

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday 

10 am- 4:30 pm 

 

We Make History Come Alive! 

Just a Trim Please! 

Dick  with customer Howard Peterson 

Members Corner 

Congratulations to Dick Smith as he  celebrates 45 

years as a Barber.  He began his career in Cheek-

towaga NY and then moved to Salamanca to cut 

hair at Paul’s Barbershop. In 1969 he   established 

Hairmaxx, on East State St. In 2006 he and “the 

girls” moved to Main Street where Dick is in high 

demand for his barbering skills. 

June/July 2009 

Salamanca Area Historical 
Society Officers: 

President- Ron Yehl 
Vice President- Fran Lord 

Secretary- April Vecchiarella 
Treasurer- Rosalyn Hoag 

 
Museum Staff: 
 Nancy Sedlak 
 Wendy Seitz 

http://mysite.verizon.net/salamancahistoricalmuseum/  

Or  

http://mysite.verizon.net/bizx1v4k 


