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Gentleman Roger Lord, the handsomest fellow at 

the Victorian Tea on February 14, 2015. 

SPRING 2015 

REMEMBER WHEN!! 

So many people pass by our radio console and 

comment “I remember my grandparents having 

one of these,” or “We had one of these.” Popular 

from the 20’s through the 50’s, radio was the 

main source of entertainment. Radio shows in-

cluded everything from comedy to big band mu-

sic, dramas and news reports. In the late 50’s 

television began to replace the radio as the 

main source of entertainment and information. 

WE ARE OPEN! 

Tuesday 

Thursday 

Saturday 

10:00 a.m. -- 4:00 p.m. 

20 YEARS AND COUNTING!! 

Salamanca Area Historical Society Museum was originally 

formed in 1995 under the administration of Mayor Rosalyn 

Hoag (Rosie) as part of the Salamanca Regional Local 

Development Corp.  Rosie felt that even though there were 

two museums (Rail Museum and Iroquois) in the city, the 

history of the city itself was not represented.  “Other than 

the railroad and Iroquois there is still more history here of 

industry, from glass to wood and lumber.”  She also was 

concerned about the important pieces of the city’s history 

that were being “disposed of everyday.” “Every time I see 

that an older person has died, I think about what history is 

in their attic!” 

The Historical Society’s first location was at 696 Broad 

Street and shared the space with the Chamber of 

Commerce which had been housed in a railroad caboose 

until it was removed from its location on 

Broad Street when the Seneca Bingo Hall 

was constructed. (Cont. on insert) 
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MEMORIALS: 

In memory of: 

Anne and Edward Malina  by 

Mary Gibson 

Women’s Christian Fellowship 

deceased members 

Seldan and Margaret 

Fredrickson by Bruce and 

Maggie Fredrickson 

Helen Y. Mooney by Paul 

Mooney 

Neal D. Casey by Maxine Casey 

Jeanne Yojak by Minnie Collins 

Wilma Bridges by Dennis and 

Erdena Burger 

Virginia Corby Harris by Sylvia Davis 

and Family 

 

 

 

 

 

DONATIONS: 

Thank you to the following who have 

generously given financial support or 

treasured memorabilia to the mu-

seum. These donations keep us open 

and growing. 

Diane Barrie Barranco Gilligan; Caro-

line Batterson; Beverley Bess; Donald 

Brown Family; Donald Degain; Doris 

Davis-Fritsch; Robert Garret; Joan 

Hunton Broom; David and Cindy Koch; 

Peggy Leiper; Joan Lenehan;Joan and 

Maureen Malone; Donald Mosher; Jack 

Searles; Lorraine Smith; Lois Smith; 

Ronald Sprague; Grant Vreeland; 

Robert Wood; Robert Yomaka 

 

Thanks to the Cattaraugus County 

Bank for their recent donation from the 

Casual Day proceeds. 

EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS 

MEMORIALS AND DONATIONS 

A special 

thanks to all 

who made 

this event a 

wonderful 

event and 

great time for 

young and 

old alike. 

Reindeer day 

Congratulations! To all 

our reindeer Day basket 

raffle winners: 

A very special thank you to the staff at the 

Randolph Children’s facility for bringing a 

group of delightful young men to our event. It 

was our pleasure to have them here and talk 

with them.  We hope they will visit us again. 
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Salamanca Area Historical Society and 

Museum Hosts a Victorian Tea 

FEBRUARY 14, 2015,The Salamanca Area Historical Society and 

Museum was transformed into a Victorian parlor and hosted a 

Victorian Tea Party for eighteen ladies and one very debonair 

gentleman. Guests were served tea from antique teas sets, scones 

with lemon curd, finger sandwiches, a variety of breads and desserts. 

Party treats were made by Fran and Roger Lord (our debonair 

gentleman), Cathy Lacy and Cindy Feldbauer. Each place setting also 

featured a hand cut German Scherenschnitte” Valentine card made 

by Cathy Lacy. 

Entertainment was a delightful performance courtesy of the 

Salamanca Euterpean Club, a part of the oldest federated music 

organization in New York State. They performed several selections 

including Button and Bows and Que Sera Sera, both written by Ray Evans.  

Door prizes were awarded and prizes given for the best Victorian outfit and hat. The afternoon wrapped up with a 

tour of the museum and a photo op in the Victorian Room. We hope you had as great a Valentines Day as we did! 

 

Falling in love is hard on 
the knees 

Aerosmith 
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RAY EVANS FUN FACTS CORNER 

We all know that Ray Evans wrote Silver 

Bells and Que Sera Sera but did you know 

that he also wrote the theme song for the 

popular TV Show Mr. Ed and was the voice 

for the Mr. Ed Theme.  

Another lesser known fact is that he also 

wrote the theme for Bonanza. 

 

A CENTURY LATER A GREAT MAN IS 

REMEMBERED. 

 

February 4, 1915  A legend is born in 

Salamanca to Philip and Frances Evans. 

His father had immigrated from 

Lithuania and operated a refuse 

collection business. 

He had a younger sister Doris who had 

two children Lisa and Andy. Her 

daughter Lisa Feinberg-Duckett lives in 

Wellsville and is a great supporter of the 

Salamanca Historical Museum and has 

shared stories of her uncle and family as 

part of the Museum lecture series. 

A 100th Birthday celebration was held at the Ray Evans Seneca theater 

on February 4, with cake and punch.  
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THE HOLLAND LAND COMPANY 

 

The entire Western New York area was given to Massa-

chusetts after the Revolutionary War in 1786. In turn 

Massachusetts sold it to Gorham and Philips in 1790. 

Then in 1792 Robert Morris, a banker, bought up the 

remains of Western New York (Cattaraugus County). 

He was given Allegany County for helping finance the 

war. He paid 16 cents per acre for the land. 

Eventually he went bankrupt and sold out to the Hol-

land Land Company. So who was the Holland Land 

Company which carries such an important place in 

Salamanca history.  

It seems in Holland there were six Dutch bankers who 

organized a stock corporation establishing themselves 

as the Holland Land Company. There was a law in New 

York which made it illegal for foreigners to hold land. So 

Americans citizens were made trustees of the Holland 

Land Company. In 1798 the law was abandoned  giving 

the Holland Land Company the green light to buy up 

what is now Cattaraugus County, Genesee county and 

points west. In 1823, the price was $2.00 an acre. In 

1846 the Holland Land company was taken over by the 

Farmers Loan and Trust and the story goes on and on. 

Cont. from page 1 

Art Cooney Jr. was the first President, Barbara Brown served as treasurer and Rosie Hoag 

was Secretary.  Dick McClure was also instrumental in the development of the original his-

torical society.  They began with nothing more than postcards, photos and some artifacts of 

the city’s history. 

Their next move was to 26 Main Street and still shared with the Chamber of Commerce. 

Rosie had visions of acquiring a historical building to locate the museum in the historical area 

of Salamanca.  Leasing of the Salamanca Savings and Loan (the former Salamanca Trust 

Company) became a reality due to funding through a Small Cities Community Development 

Block Grant in the amount of $324,696. 

In October of 2002 an agreement with the city was reached to lease the building for $1 per 

year.  A lease was signed by Mayor Steve Montgomery under the President Frances Lord. A 

renovation contract was signed and in mid-2005 the Salamanca Historical Society and Mu-

seum moved into its permanent home.  Through the hard work of our volunteers and support-

ers we are preserving the area history for all to enjoy and experience.  

 

THINK SPRING 

AFTER THIS long winter, I know we are all ea-

gerly  awaiting Spring, which should be just 

around the corner! (Please) For a lot of us 

spring means the dreaded spring cleaning. 

Time to clean the windows, curtains, closets, 

attics and basements. 

While you are doing your cleaning this year, 

we ask that you please think of the Salamanca 

Area Historical Society Museum should you 

find some treasures that you would like to see 

preserved and don’t have room for any longer. 

We can use anything from picture frames, old 

lamps , vintage clothing (men’s, women’s, and 

children’s). Old toys would be especially appre-

ciated as we do not have many in our collec-

tion and you can be assured we will take very 

good care of your treasures. 
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SALAMANCA  HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND MUSEUM 
125 Main St. PO Box 23 
Salamanca, NY 14779 
 
Phone:  716-945-2946 
E-mail: salhistsoc125@hotmail.com 

WE MAKE HISTORY COME ALIVE! 

REMINDER: 

Are you a member of the 

Historical Society and Museum?  

Have you paid your dues for 

2015? ($10.00) If not, please do so. 

Thank you for your continued 

support of the Salamanca Historical 

Society and Museum. 

Pen and Ink drawings by ANN B. 

TAYLOR, Wife of Mayor , Robert L. 

Taylor (1946-49). Donated by their 

daughter, Susan Taylor Morgan 

Portraits of the FRED E. SIMONS family, including BERT 

AND BETTY (SIMONS) PREY-ELDER, recently donated by 

RONALD SPRAGUE who also donated a rare spool rocking 

chair. 
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